SOME SIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF THE COMING NEGRO WORKERS * CONFERENCE

e t»

London, (the Labor Government permittirv?), will be the soene
of the first international conference of Negro workers ever held. A Pro-
visional Committee, composed of representatives from Negro working class
organisations was created in Frankfurt, Germany, during the sessions of
the Second Congress of the Anti—-Xmperialist League, for the purpose of c
carrying out the necessary plans. The date of the Conference has been fix-
ed for July 1, 19300

Such a conference would be of tremendous significance if we
were to consider it solely from the viewpoint that it signal”?ises the
internationalisation of the Negro problem. But more than that it will
very sharply focus the attention of the world of Negro workers upon the
class aspects of their problems and made them appreciate the common in-
terests between their struggles and those of other oppressed toiling
masses in the colonies as well as the proletariat of the "mother" coun-—
tries,,

Millions of Negroes were ruthlessly torn from their native
land, Africa, centuries ago and forced into chattel slavery in the New
World. Since then, they have remained separate and apart from each other,
and from other peoples whose suffering parallelled their own. The coming
conference will put an end to this unfortunate isolation. This is a
factor of extremely far—-reaching significance.

The place selected by the Provisional Committee will be an
extremely significant factor in awakening the consciousness of the Negro
masses. The international situation, which will have assumed an even more
intensely critical character, will have even greater significance.

Perhaps it is no exaggeration to say that more than one-half
of the Negroes in the world are subjects'of the British Empire. These
victims of British Imperialism will assemble in the very citadel of the
Empire where they will discuss their problems and lay plans for an effec-
tive struggle against their exploiters. What will be the answer of the
"Labor” Government to these NegroaBs?

Recent events in Gamhia, Nigeria and Kenya, leave little room
for speculation after the nature of the "Labor" Government’s answer. The
enlightening effect of this answer will be truly tremendous. For this
reason the choice of place for the conference was a particularly happy
one and the position of the "Labor" Party enhances the value of the choice.

This does not by any means begin to exhaust the significant
features arising out of the sé&ection of London as the scene of the con-
ference. But a survey of the world situation and its direct relation to
the conference is of tremendous importance. The conference will not only
take place in a period of rising revolutionary activity in the working
class movement of the world, but during aperiod when this revolutionary
development is parallelled by the rise of a wave of revolutionary activ-
ity in the colonies and when the active role played by the Negro masses

of the oolonies and tot the <mptbei?n countries has attained unprecedented

momentum and intensity,,
A picture the Congress cannot fail to examine presents, the

upsurge in South Africa with the Durban dead and wounded in the foregrov':'



the uprising in Kenya, where the black masses, denied access to all Tand
which can be profitably cultivated, are in a position of extreme poverty.
The savage attacks upon the workers of Gambia® West Africa, whose only'”,
"crime” was that they sought to organise themselves; French Equatorial
Africa, a sea of blood from the millions of black men and women done to
death by the robber-seeking exploiters and reeking with the stenohing of
tens of thousands or more who have died of starvation; Nigeria with'the
bleeding carcasses still lying on the gronnnd; Haiti, groaning under the
iron heel of American Imperialism; millions of Negroes in Latin—America,
living in virtual slavery; the "independent'* Republic of Liberia, forced
by American Imperialism to enslave millions of natives. This™is the pic-
ture which will cover every wall of the hall in which the International
Conference of Negro Workers will be held0 We cannot measure the singifi—
cance of this.

But there is more, recent events show that world economy is
rapidly entering a period of profound crisis. In the "mother” countries
every effort will be made to place the burden of this 6risis upon the
backs of the most exploited sections of their "own" working class and the
already inhumanly exploited and oppressed masses of the colonies. For
the Negro masses this will not only mean the passage of "native Bills"
in South Africa, which lead directly to an intensification of their ex-
ploitation and oppression, a bloody reign of terror in E”st and West Af-
rica; the ruthless attempt to stamp out every vestige of revolt in Haiti
as well as in the Metropolitan centres; and a tremendous worsening of the
living conditions,, Social—-Fascism and the Fascist organisations such as
the American Legion, and the Ku Klux Klan, will be made to understand
that insofar as Negroes are concerned it is "open season.” We will wit-
ness an increased utilisation of the theory £f inherent inferiority of
colored peoples to broaden the base of the exploitation and oppression
of the Negro masses and to quash any tendencies which the white class-
conscious workers may exhibit to accept the racial struggles of the Negro
masses :as an integral part of the struggle against World Imperialism.
This will be the economic and political situation of the world when the-
Negro workers are called into session in London.

More and more clearly v/ill "Labor" Governments and Social-
Democrats have exposed themselves as the enemies of these black workers * |,
Llore clearly will the treacherous Negro reformists have proved their al-
liance with the enemies of the Negro masses. More clearly will imperial-
ism have disclosed the fact that it views war,— —war against the Soviet
Union, the Fatherland of the toiling masses of the world, regardless of
race and color——as a way out of its dilemma. The process of militarisa——

tion in the colonies will have shown to the black masses the role to be
assigned to them in this gigantic conflict, the necessity for organised,
revolutionary leadership will be apparent. The slogan of democracy for

all people around whioh the 1914 imperialist war was fought, and the
"rewards"” accorded the Negro masses at the concJusion of this blood-bath
will be paraded. The use to be made of these and similar slogans in the
near future will be made known. These are "signs of the times" tohich -
will not be forgotten by those into whose hands the leadership of this
conference has been committed. These are but a few of the factors which
show that the International Conference of Negro workers will be a gather-
ing of tremendous significance.

William Wilson.



